
Eva Pils Publications list  

 

Monographs 

Human rights in China: a social practice in the shadows of authoritarianism, Polity 2018. 

China's Human Rights Lawyers: Advocacy and Resistance, Routledge 2014 

 

Co-edited volumes 

Comparative Perspectives on Criminal Justice in China, co-edited with Mike McConville, 

Edward Elgar 2013 

Liu Xiaobo, Charter 08 and the Challenges of Political Reform in China, co-edited with Fu 

Hualing and Jean-Philippe Béja, Hong Kong University Press 2012. 

 

Journal articles 

With Ralph Weber. 2024. ‘Die Debatte Über Deutschlands Umgang Mit China: Versuch Einer 

Einordnung /  The Debate about Germany's Interactions with China: an Attempt at Systematic 

Assessment,’  Leviathan. Berliner Zeitschrift für Sozialwissenschaft 52(3):327-350. 
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Autocracies’ challenge to international human rights law: a Chinese case study,’ Current Legal 

Problems Vol. XX (2022) 1–48. 

‘China’s Dual State revival under Xi Jinping,’ Fordham International Law Journal Vol. 46:3 

(2022), 339-376. 

With Katrin Kinzelbach ‘Wehrhafte Wissenschaft?  Zum akademischen Umgang mit dem 
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EIZ Publishing EIZ Publishing, Zurich 2023, 147-170. 
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Law and Democracy in Hong Kong,’ 50 Federal Law Review  (2022), 292-313. 
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‘China’s Human Rights Lawyers: Rifts and Schisms in an Era of Global Human Rights 
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China Law and Society Review 3 (2018) 1-47.  
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lawyers’ autonomy and professional integrity,’ Fordham International Law Journal 41 (2018) 
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‘From Independent Lawyer Groups to Civic Opposition: the Case of China's New Citizen 

Movement, ’ Asian-Pacific Law & Policy Journal, volume 19 issue 1 (2017) 110-152.   

‘Resisting Dignity Takings in China,’ Law & Social Inquiry, vol. 41 issue 3 (2016) 888-916.  

‘Assessing evictions and expropriations in China: efficiency, credibility and rights,’ Land Use 

Policy 58 (2016) 437-444.  

With Jane Henderson, ‘The Impact of Brexit on Relations with Russia and China,’ King’s Law 

Journal vol. 27 no. 3 (2016) 473-488.  

‘China, the rule of law, and the question of obedience – a comment on Professor Peerenboom’s 

analysis of the CCP 4th Plenary Decision on Law Reform’ and ‘Further Reply,’ in The Hague 

Journal of the Rule of Law, 2015 (1). 

‘Introduction: Discussing "civil society" and "liberal communities" in China,’ in Locating civil 

society: communities defending basic liberties, a special issue of China Perspectives 2012 vol.3, 

guest-edited by Eva Pils, pp. 2-7  / ‘Introduction: “Société  civile”  et “communautés 

libérales”  en Chine,’ A la recherche de la société  civile: des groupes défendant les libertés 

fondamentales, Perspectives Chinoises 2012 vol.3, Septembre 2012), pp. 2-8.  

‘Taking Yuan (冤) Seriously: Why the Chinese Government Should Stop Suppressing Citizen 

Protests against Injustice,’ 25 Temple International and Comparative Law Journal (2011) pp. 
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‘Chinese Property Law as an Image of PRC history,’ Hong Kong Law Journal (2010) pp. 595-
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‘Waste No Land: Property, Dignity and Growth in Urbanizing China,’ Asian-Pacific Law & 

Policy Journal Vol. 11, issue 2 (2010) pp. 1-48.   

‘The persistent memory of historic injustice in China: a discussion of recent demands for 

“reappraisal,”’ China Perspectives no 4/2007 99 / ‘Le souvenir tenace des injustices historiques 

en Chine: une analyse des demandes de “réévaluation”,’ Perspectives Chinoises no 4/2007 

pages 104 -113). 

‘Asking the Tiger for His Skin: Rights Activism in China,’ Vol XXX (2007) Fordham 

International Law Journal, 1209 -1287.  

‘Land disputes, rights assertion and social unrest in China: a case from Sichuan,’ 19 Columbia 

Journal of Asian Law (2006) 365; reprinted as Hauser Global Law School Working Paper 07/05 

and in Perry Keller (editor), Obligations and Property Rights in China (Ashgate, 2012). 

‘Law’s Limited Promises,’ a critical book review of Thomas Morawetz’s Law’s Premises, 

Law’s Promise: Jurisprudence after Wittgenstein, 2 Legal Ethics (2002) 179. 

‘Analytical theories of equality and freedom: why they are inadequate’ UCL Jurisprudence 

Review (2000) 212. 

 

Book chapters  

‘Contending 'Illiberalisms in China,’ chapter  in Marlène Laruelle, ‘The Oxford Handbook of 

Illiberalism,’ OUP. Pils, Eva (2024). ‘Contending Illiberalisms in China,’ The Oxford 

Handbook of Illiberalism. Laruelle, M. (ed.). Oxford University Press (OUP) 

‘Transnational Advocacy against China’s Atrocities in Xinjiang’. In Barrow, Amy and Sara 

Fuller, Activism and Authoritarian Governance in Asia. Routledge, September 2022. 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003243106-11.  

‘China and the threat to global academic freedom,’ in Vanessa Frangville, Aude Merlin, Jihane 

Sfeir, Pierre-Etienne Vandamme, La liberté académique dans tous ses états : enjeux et menaces, 

Presses Universitaires de Bruxelles, 2021, 155-162.  

‘Rule of law reform and the rise of rule by fear,’ chapter 3 in Fu Hualing, Chen Weitseng 

(editors), Authoritarian Legality in Asia, Cambridge University Press, 2020, 90-113. 

‘Legal advocacy as liberal resistance,’ chapter 2 in Teresa Wright (editor), Handbook of Dissent 

and Protest in China, Edward Elgar Publishing, August 2019, 62-74.  
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‘Human rights and the political system’, chapter 3 in Sarah Biddulph and Joshua Rosenzweig 

(editors), Handbook on Human Rights in China, Edward Elgar Publishing, July 2019, 32-59. 

‘The Party and the Law,’ in Willy Lam (editor), Handbook on the Chinese Communist Party 

(Routledge, Abingdon: 2018), 248-265.  

‘Justice, wrongs and rights: understanding traditional and liberal conceptions of justice through 

the lens of contemporary Chinese advocacy initiatives,’ in Elisa Nesossi, Flora Sapio and Susan 

Trevaskes (editors), Justice: the China Experience, Cambridge University Press, 2017, pp. 229-

256. 

‘Voice, reflexivity and say: governing access to land in China,’ in Olivier De Schutter and 

Katharina Pistor, Governing Access to Essential Resources, Columbia University Press, 

December 2015, pp. 127-155, http://cupola.columbia.edu/governing-access-to-essential-

resources/.  

‘Contending conceptions of ownership in urbanizing China,’ in Fu Hualing and John Gillespie 

(eds.), Resolving Land Disputes in East Asia, Cambridge University Press, December 2014, pp. 

115-172. 

‘“Disappearing” China’s Human Rights Lawyers,’ in Mike McConville and Eva Pils (editors), 

Comparative Perspectives on Criminal Justice in China, Edward Elgar Publishing, 2013, pp. 

411-438.  

‘The dislocation of the Chinese Human Rights Movement,’ in Stanley Lubman (editor), The 

Evolution of Law Reform in China, Edward Elgar Publishing, 2012; originally published in 

Stacy Mosher and Patrick Poon (editors) A Sword and a Shield: China's Human Rights Lawyers; 

(China Human Rights Lawyers Concern Group: Hong Kong, 2009), pp. 141-159. 

‘Charter 08 and Violent Resistance: the Dark Side of the Chinese Weiquan Movement,’ in Jean-

Philippe Béja, Fu Hualing and Eva Pils (editors), Liu Xiaobo, Charter 08 and the Challenges 

of Political Reform in China, Hong Kong University Press, 2012, pp. 229-250.  

‘The practice of law as conscientious resistance: Chinese Weiquan Lawyers’ Experience’, in 

Jean-Philippe Béja (editor), The Impact of China’s 1989 Tiananmen Massacre, Routledge, 2011, 

pp. 109-124. 

‘Rights Activism in China: the Case of Lawyer Gao Zhisheng,’ in Stephanie Balme and 

Michael C. Dowdle (eds.), Building Constitutionalism in China (New York: 2009), Routledge, 

pp. 243-260. 
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‘Peasants’ Struggle for Land in China’, in Yash Ghai and Jill Cottrell (eds.), Marginalized 

Communities and Access to Justice, Routledge, 2009, pp. 136-160.  

‘Citizens? The Legal and Political Status of Peasants and Peasant Migrant Workers in China,’ 

in Liu Xiangmin (editor), Zhidu, fazhan yu hexie / 制度，发展与和谐 [System, Development, 

and Harmony] (Ming Pao Press, Hong Kong: 2007), 173-243; draft available at 

http://ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1563724.    

 

Translated book chapters 

Teng Biao, ‘The Political Meaning of the Crime of “Subverting State Power”,’ translated from 

the Chinese by Pinky Choy and Eva Pils, in Jean-Philippe Béja, Fu Hualing and Eva Pils, 

Charter 08 and Challenges to Constitutionalism in China, Hong Kong University Press. 

Cui Weiping, ‘Breaking Through a Wall of Political Isolation and Discrimination,’ translated 

from the Chinese by Pinky Choy and Eva Pils, in Jean-Philippe Béja, Fu Hualing and Eva Pils, 

Charter 08 and Challenges to Constitutionalism in China, Hong Kong University Press. 

 

Edited journal issues 

With Marina Svensson, ‘Yu Jianrong: From Concerned Scholar to Advocate for the 

Marginalized,’ Contemporary Chinese Thought, vol. 46, no. 1, Fall 2014, 90 pages, with editors’ 

‘Introduction’ (pp. 1-16).  

With Marina Svensson, ‘From Nonperson to Public Intellectual: the Life and Works of Yu 

Jianrong,’Contemporary Chinese Thought, vol. 45, no. 4, Summer 2014, published October 

2014, 88 pages, with editors’ ‘Introduction’ (pp. 1-17).  

Locating civil society: communities that defend basic liberties, a special issue of China 

Perspectives guest-edited with French Centre for Research on Contemporary China, 2012 vol.3, 

September 2012. 

 

Non-refereed publications  (from 2010 onwards) 

 

http://ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1563724


With Zeng Jinyan (艾华 / 曾⾦燕). 2023. 抗议的伦理:从⾮暴⼒运动、⾮⽂明抗争到

#MeToo 运动 [The Ethics of Protest: From Nonviolent Movement, Uncivil Resistance to 

#MeToo Movement]. 中国⺠主季刊 / China Journal of Democracy, 44-55. Available at 

https://chinademocrats.org/?p=1953.  

'The New Tyranny of Rule by Virtue: Normalising alternatives to law as the legitimate basis of 

power,' EURICS Briefs (June 2022) 

Stellungnahme zur völkerrechtlichen Bewertung der Menschenrechtsverletzungen an den 

Uiguren für die Sitzung des Menschenrechtsausschusses des Bundestags am 17 Mai 2021 

https://www.bundestag.de/resource/blob/842378/552215d57ef48b6a66db4710ae054202/Stell

ungnahme-SV-Pils-data.pdf   

‘The Hong Kong National Security Law: Challenging Constitutionalism in Hong Kong and 

Abroad,’ Int’l J. Const. L. Blog, Feb. 23, 2021, at: http://www.iconnectblog.com/2021/02/the-

hong-kong-national-security-law-challenging-constitutionalism-in-hong-kong-and-abroad/. 

With Matthieu Burnay, ‘Human Rights, China and the UN: a UPR Mid-Term Assessment,’ 

Amicus Curiae 2 (2021), 199-209, https://journals.sas.ac.uk/amicus/issue/view/587.  

‘Stellungnahme zur Lage der Menschenrechte [Opinion on the state of human rights in China]‘, 

Bundestagsausschuss für Menschenrechte und humanitäre Zusammenarbeit, 

Ausschussdrucksache 19/17/125, 18 November 2020, 

https://www.bundestag.de/resource/blob/807646/832eff3b4c1701f58e0449ef888445a7/stellu

ngnahme_eva_pils-data.pdf.  

With John Heathershaw, ‘Protecting academic freedom in international partnerships,’ 

University World News, 15 October 2020, 

https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20201015062104681.  

‘Hope without evidence: reading Sikkink’s Evidence for Hope in China,’ King’s Law Journal, 

5 November 2020.  

‘From the rule of law to rule by fear: Hong Kong’s National Security Law,’ Right Now, 3 August 

2020, http://rightnow.org.au/analysis/hong-kong-national-security-law/. 

‘China’s Response to the Coronavirus Pandemic: Fighting Two Enemies,’ Verfassungsblog, 25 

May 2020, https://verfassungsblog.de/chinas-response-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-fighting-

two-enemies/.  
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With Jerome A. Cohen, ‘A decade after Chinese human rights lawyers Tang Jitian and Liu Wei 

were disbarred, much has changed – for the worse,’  South China Morning Post, 28 April 2020,.  

With Katrin Kinzelbach, ‘Fighting for rights in the streets—not just the courts—of Hong Kong,’ 

Open Global Rights, 5 March 2020. 

‘Countering transnational repression: what governments and civil society organizations 

working on human rights and rule of law promotion in China need to consider,’ In David 

Ismangil, Karen van der Schaaf & Stijn Deklerck (eds), Shifting Power and Human Rights 

Diplomacy, Amnesty International, 14 February 2020. 

‘What action should the EU take to defend academic freedom in external relations?,’ EUPLANT 

Blog, 13 February 2020. 

With Katrin Kinzelbach, ‘Hong Kong: What’s Next and How Should Europe Respond?,’ GPPi, 

21 November 2019;  German version: ‘Was Angela Merkel jetzt für Hong Kong tun muss,‘ Die 

Welt, 19 November 2019, https://www.welt.de/debatte/kommentare/plus203641438/Unruhen-

Was-Angela-Merkel-jetzt-fuer-Hongkong-tun-muss.html. 

With Marina Svensson, ‘Academic Freedom Is Under Threat Around the World – Here’s How 

To Defend It,’ The Conversation, 7 October 2019,; republished e.g. at Rightsinfo Human Rights 

News, Views and Info, 11 October 2019, https://rightsinfo.org/academic-freedom-under-threat/.  

With Marina Svensson, ‘Academic Freedom: universities must take a stance or risk becoming 

complicit with Chinese government interference,’ The Conversation, 14 June 2019.  

‘A new torture in China,’ CPI Analysis guest blog, 10 August 2017, 

https://cpianalysis.org/2017/08/10/a-new-torture-in-china/. 

Capsule review of Xu Zhiyong, To Build A Free China: A Citizen’s Journey (translated and 

edited by Yaxue Cao and Joshua Rosenzweig) Foreign Affairs, 1 May 2017, 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/authors/eva-pils.  

The 7-09 Incident: Some Testimony from the Human Rights Lawyer Community,'   China 

Change, 8 July 2016.   

Preface for Zeng Jinyan (曾⾦燕), 性、’社會性別與中國公民知識分子的誕生, [Sexuality, 

Gender and the Birth of Citizen Intellectuals in China],’ City University of Hong Kong Press, 

Hong Kong, 2016. 
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ChinaFile / Foreign Policy contribution to ‘Rule by Fear?’, 17 February 2016;  piece 

originally published as  ‘The rise of rule by fear’, University of Nottingham China Policy 

Institute Blog, 15 February 2016,  republished also by Hong Kong Free Press, 20 February 

2016. 

‘If Anything Happens…:’ Meeting the Now-detained Human Rights Lawyers / “要是将来

有什么事的话…:”与现仍被羁押的⼈权律师⻅⾯, ChinaChange, 10 January 2016, 

http://chinachange.org/2016/01/10/if-anything-happens-meeting-the-now-detained-

human-rights-lawyers/.  

‘What’s up with Hong Kong legal academia?,’  Hong Kong Free Press,  29 September 2015, 

https://www.hongkongfp.com/2015/09/29/whats-up-with-hong-kong-legal-academia/.  

‘Crackdown on Chinese rights lawyers signals trouble for the wider legal system,’ Law 

Com, 20 August 2015, http://www.law.com/sites/lawcomteam/2015/08/20/crackdown-on-

chinese-rights-lawyers-signals-trouble-for-wider-legal-

system/?slreturn=20150722124738. 

Contribution to Conversation on ‘China’s Rule of Law Takes an Ugly Turn,’ ChinaFile / 

Foreign Policy, 14 July 2015, https://foreignpolicy.com/2015/07/14/chinas-rule-by-law-

takes-an-ugly-turn-rights-lawyers-crackdown-xi-jinping/. 

‘We cannot go back – debating the Human Rights Act at King’s College London,’ guest 

contribution to UK Human Rights Blog, 15 May 2015, 

http://ukhumanrightsblog.com/2015/05/15/we-cannot-go-back-debating-the-human-

rights-act-eva-pils/.  

‘“Where the Emperor can’t enter:” rethinking the case for property and housing rights in 

China,’ Laboratory for advanced research on the global economy, Open Democracy, June 

2014.  

‘Promoting democracy from within: the role of civil society in taking on authoritarian 

government in China,’ guest blog comment on article by Jedidiah Kroncke, Opinio Juris, 

13 May 2014 at http://opiniojuris.org/2014/05/13/nyu-jilp-symposium-promoting-

democracy-within-role-rising-civil-society-taking-authoritarian-government-china/. 

‘China schafft Arbeitslager ab – oder doch nicht? [China abolishes labour camps – or does 

it?],’ Heinrich Böll Foundation website, 6 March 2014 
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